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Newsletter 2 - Autumn 2017
Featuring: ***26th September is European Language Day!
***Syrian families learning English with City of London Corporation

Introducing WELCOME
……..
Across the world many hundreds of thousands of people are migrating from their
homelands to new lives in the European Union. Some have excellent language skills but for
others learning a new language can be tough.
The WELCOME project has been designed to help those people who speak little or none of
the language of the country they live in - whether they have been living there for a long
time or have recently arrived.
The project is creating an online Toolkit and other resources to enable community groups
to start their own Language Learning Clubs – ultimately we hope this will be the start of a
network of clubs across the EU.
WELCOME’s partners from Czech Republic, France, Sweden, UK and Italy have expertise in
language education, social welfare and web communication. The project is co-funded by
the European Union Erasmus+ programme.

Please email:
contact@welcomelanguageclubs.eu

GET IN TOUCH!
Our research will inform the development of WELCOME’s Toolkit over
the next year. In the meantime, we want to find out more about
informal language learning in Europe, for example experiences and
ideas from teachers, volunteers and learners themselves.

Language Clubs
……..
Language Clubs are informal groups
that meet in the community, they are
for people who speak little or none of
the language of the country they are
living in.
Language Clubs offer a relaxed, safe
setting for learners to practice and gain
confidence in speaking their new
language. They are run flexibly to
respond directly to the needs of
learners and will include topics from
everyday life and work.
The WELCOME model will combine
good practice from the project
partners. It is not intended to replace
formal language learning but as an
additional support: either as a stepping
stone to further learning or running in
parallel with formal courses leading to
qualifications.
For more information email:
contact@welcomelanguageclubs.eu
Visit our website for updates.
www.welcomelanguageclubs.eu

Progress so far: our research
……..
“You're like a new born baby when you come to a new country. You don't know the
language and you need to learn it first.” Interviewee from Afghanistan
The life of a foreign national is shaped by the strong need to integrate to society. It is
essential for them to have basic language tools, to know the cultural background and
understand information about general customs and rules, the process of legal residence,
employment and business, health and educational services, as well as to be directed to
organizations that can provide support and help.
•Language Clubs can be tailored to the specific needs of a small groups, reducing barriers
to learning and increasing accessibility;
•Language Clubs can be tailored to fulfil specific communication needs and therefore target
the areas in which most foreign nationals do not feel at ease: talking to health
professionals, teachers, public service officers, fulfilling bureaucratic procedure, etc.
•Informal learning would be of benefit, mainly as an introduction to or to complement
more formal learning.
KEEP IN TOUCH!
Are you a teacher, language learner, volunteer, community organisation
– someone with an interest in language and migration. We want to hear
from you.
Follow us on Facebook
wwww.welcomelanguageclubs.eu

Project Partners
……..
City of London Corporation
London, UK
www.cityoflondon.gov.uk
Borgorete
Perugia, Italy
www.borgorete.org.it
Educa
Jablonecs nad Nissou, Czech
Republic
www.educa-jbc.cz
Folkuniversitetet Lund
Lund, Sweden
www.folkuniversitetet.se/Har-finnsvi/Lund
GIDE
Nantes, France
www.gide.net /
This project has been funded with support
from the European Commission and this
publication reflects the views only of the
author, the Commission cannot be held
responsible for any use which may be made of
the information contained therein.

Feature story: Syrian families
learning English with CoL
……..
Five families from Syria are currently attending language classes at City of London
Corporation’s Community Learning Centre. One of these families, Ayman and Susan and
their three children, have been living in London for nearly 3 months. Although they had to
leave many loved friends, family and precious possessions back in Syria, they share
memories of them using Ayman’s Instagram account.
Ayman was a teacher in Syria and wrote a paperback text book in Arabic to help primary
school age children with their cognitive development. He always carries this paperback
textboook with him in his pocket, and often takes it out to show people his work. This
small textbook is now worn-out, but has become part of Ayman’s identity in the UK. It’s
very important to him, because it shows the world that he’s not just a “migrant” or just
someone with “needs”: he’s a person with a past, with an education, with an important
role in society and he feels that he can be a “resource” for his new country.

26th September 2017
European Day of Languages
http://edl.ecml.at
On the occasion of the day, a range
of events are organised across Europe:
activities for and with children,
• television and radio programmes
• language classes and
• conferences
National authorities and the various
partners are given a free hand to organise
activities.

Ayman is particularly keen to use his experience as a teacher trainer and will be helping to
test the WELCOME toolkit when the pilot starts in January 2018.

To know more about Ayman, please check our next Newsletter & visit our website,
where we will feature stories of our learners in UK, Sweden, Czech Republic and Italy.
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