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Introducing WELCOME
……..
Across the world many hundreds of thousands of people are migrating from their
homelands to new lives in the European Union. Some have excellent language skills but for
others learning a new language can be tough.
The WELCOME project has been designed to help those people who speak little or none of
the language of the country they live in - whether they have been living there for a long
time or have recently arrived.
The project is creating an online Toolkit and other resources to enable community groups
to start their own Language Learning Clubs – ultimately we hope this will be the start of a
network of clubs across the EU.
WELCOME’s partners from Czech Republic, France, Sweden, UK and Italy have expertise in
language education, social welfare and web communication. The project is co-funded by
the European Union Erasmus+ programme.

For more information email:
contact@welcomelanguageclubs.eu
Visit our website for updates:
www.welcomelanguageclubs.eu

Language Clubs
……..
Language Clubs are informal groups
that meet in the community, they are
for people who speak little or none of
the language of the country they are
living in.
Language Clubs offer a relaxed, safe
setting for learners to practice and gain
confidence in speaking their new
language. They are run flexibly to
respond directly to the needs of
learners and will include topics from
everyday life and work.
The WELCOME model will combine
good practice from the project
partners. It is not intended to replace
formal language learning but as an
additional support: either as a stepping
stone to further learning or running in
parallel with formal courses leading to
qualifications.

Progress so far
……..
The project’s preliminary research phase is near to completion and some common themes
are emerging.
We interviewed representatives of migrants who have lived in the country for some time as
well as recent migrants and asylum seekers. They all highlighted access to health services
as their main language need, closely followed by being able to talk to their children’s
teachers and helping with homework.
“You're like a new born baby when you come to a new country. You don't know the
language and you need to learn it first.” Interviewee from Afghanistan

Some of those we interviewed had very immediate personal reasons such as wanting to be
able to talk to their son or husband. Everyone thought that informal learning would be of
benefit, mainly as an introduction or to complement more formal learning.
Most of the people we talked to felt that they wanted to learn about specific topics such as
health, employment and shopping more than general conversation.
KEEP IN TOUCH!
Our research will help to develop WELCOME’s Toolkit over the next year.
In the meantime, we want to find out more about informal language
learning in Europe, for example experiences and ideas from teachers,
community organisations, volunteers and learners themselves.
www.welcomelanguageclubs.eu

Project Partners
……..
City of London Corporation
London, UK
www.cityoflondon.gov.uk
Borgorete Cooperativa Sociale
Perugia, Italy
www.borgorete.it
EDUCA - vzdě
vzdělávací centrum,
s.r.o.
Jablonec nad Nisou, Czech Republic
www.educa-jbc.cz
Folkuniversitetet, region syd
Sweden
www.folkuniversitetet.se
GIDE
Nantes, France
www.gide.net /
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